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Livingston Avenue Historic District
Name of Property

Middlesex County, NJ
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

K] private O] building(s)

public-local K] district

public-State O site

UJ public-Federal [ structure
J object

)

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter “N/A” if property is not part of a muitiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
58 7 buildings
2 * 0 sites
0 0 structures
0 objects
63 7 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

1

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

See Continuation Sheet

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

See Continuation Sheet

7. Description

Architectural Classification -
(Enter categories from instructions)

See Canti £ Sheet

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation __Brick

walls _ Aluminum

Brick

roof ___Slate

other _Wood

Stone

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Name of Property County and State
8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria "Areas of Significance
(Mark “x” in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property (Enter categories from instructions)
for National Register listing.) .
Architecture

&Kl A Property is associated with events that have made Social History

a significant contribution to the broad patterns of -

our history. Other: Urban History

[0 B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

K] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

" distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction. 1870-1929

Period of Significance

] D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations ianifi
(Mark “x" in all the boxes that apply.) Significant Dates
N/A

Property is:

X] A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

Significant Person

(] B removed from its original location. (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
K] C a birthplace or grave. )
Ob - Cultural Affiliation
cemetery. ~
a cemetery Undefined

[ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

0 F a commemorative property.

[0 G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Architect/Builder
within the past 50 years. Giele, Louls H.

Parsell, George K.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibilography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
[ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 K] State Historic Preservation Office Architectural
CFR 67) has been requested [J Other State agency Resaurces Survey
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[J previously determined eligible by the National (] Local government New Brunswick,
Register O University New Jersey
[J designated a National Historic Landmark ] Other
I recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository:
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O3 recorded by Historic American Engineering
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property *32 acres New Brunswick Quad

UTM References ,

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) -
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K1 see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte __Marvin A. Brown/Revised by Cynthia A. Rose

organization _Noble Preservation Services, Inc. date __December 6, 1994
street & number _ 10 Log House Road ' telephone __ (215) 679-5110
city or town _Zionsville __ state _PA zip code _18092

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps )
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and Broperties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name

street & number telephone

city or town state zip code
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6. Function or Use

Historic Functions Current Functions

- Domestic: single dwelling Commerce/Trade: professional

Domestic: multiple dwelling
Religion: religious structure

- Education: school

- Education: library

Funerary: cemetery
Commerce/Trade: professional
Domestic: secondary structure
Landscape

Domestic: multiple dwelling
Religion: religious structure
Education: school '
Education: library

Funerary: cemetery
Domestic: single dwelling
Domestic: secondary structure
Landscape
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7. Description

Architectural Classification

- Queen Anne
- Colonial Revival
Italianate
Second Empire
Classical Revival
Romanesque
Beaux Arts
Late Gothic Revival
Georgian/Federal/Greek Revival
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

The Livingston Avenue Historic District encompasses a span of late 19th and early 20th century

~ architectural styles, from the Italianate and Queen Anne to the Colonial Revival and Neo-
Classical and the transitional types in between. Mostly comprised of two-and-a-half-story frame
dwellings that were home to some of New Brunswick’s wealthier and more prominent residents,
the district also includes a library, a school, two apartment buildings and two churches, all
imposing and architecturally varied resources that were raised between 1870 and 1929. These
residential and non-residential buildings, along with their subsidiary carriage houses and garages,
are stretched along an eight block span of Livingston Avenue that begins at the edge of New
Brunswick’s downtown and runs southwest to Hale Street. To their east, along Morris Street,
is the park-like Willow Grove cemetery. Still graciously sited along the generous 99-foot width
of the avenue, the district’s buildings are set behind lawns and shade trees and iron fences. -
Although altered over the years, particularly by the addition of new wall siding and windows,
the buildings have changed little in form, shape, size and orientation to the avenue and still
strongly evokes its late 19th and early 20th century past.

Residential Design: A

Prior to 1870, Livingston Avenue extended beyond the built-up area of New Brunswick -- which
was centered near the banks of the Raritan -- into largely open land. The few buildings that
stood along it were probably farm or country houses. One building survives in the district from
the earliest appearance of the avenue (and New Brunswick), the ¢. 1760 Henry Guest House
(#58) (see photograph 5). A two-and-a-half-story stone building, the house displays Georgian,
Federal and Greek Revival style features. Originally located northeast of Morris Street, just
outside of the district, it was moved to its present site in 1925. Another early building is
pictured in a 1922 photograph located at Rutgers University’s Alexander Library. Called the
Fick House, it stood where Livingston Manor (#116) was erected. A five-bay wide
weatherboarded building, it had a pilastered Federal style entry with a conforming Federal style
second-story window enframement above.

A Second Empire and two early Italianate style residences are the earliest buildings surviving
from the avenue’s late 19th and early 20th century building boom. [Note: The term "avenue”
or "Livingston Avenue" herein refers only to that section of Livingston Avenue located within
the district.] The Second Empire style Moore-Saulsberry House (#75), probably built in the
1870s, is crowned by the hallmark of the style, the mansard roof. The Jacob W. Janeway
House (#184), built around 1870, retains some of the district’s most pronounced Italianate style
features, including crossetted surrounds with molded segmental hoods and keystones, and raised
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panels and scrolled brackets at its front eaves and cornice returns. The Edwin Elberson House
(#90), constructed around 1875, was once even more handsomely finished; an ornate three-story
tower, its top now truncated, rose at its front facade. Its original Italianate style features,

- including molded entablature-topped surrounds and brackets, now only survive at its rear
elevation.

Later expressions of the Italianate are found at the Peter H. Suydam House (#67) and the Alfred
J. Buttler House (#77). The c. 1883 Suydam House, one of only two brick dwellings in a
district of frame residences, makes full Italianate style use of its chosen material. Its bricks are
laid in segmental-arches above its openings and in strings of corbels above its second floor
windows. Wooden brackets, panels and modillion blocks further adorn its frieze and cornice
returns. An eclectic building -- its bays are Queen Anne, its varied panels Eastlake and its
mansard ell roof Second Empire in style -- the Alfred J. Buttler House (#77) (see photograph
3) is the most ornate and intact example of the confluence of the Italianate and Victorian styles
in the district. The bays and eaves of the c. 1880 residence are adorned with floriated brackets
and raised, floriated panels. Its southwest side porch -- perhaps the finest Victorian porch in
New Brunswick (Heritage Studies 1980: 7A-I33) -- is adorned with turned posts floriated
brackets and balustrade with a repeated cutout, floral motif.

Another richly finished eclectic dwelling is the John B. Drury House (#86/88). Erected of brick
around 1888, this rare surviving townhouse has a rusticated stone basement; metal cresting atop
its projecting bays; pilastered, panelled and bracketed dormers; and a false mansard roof with
a variegated pattern of slate shingles. Its southwestern townhouse has been brick-veneered, but
its northeastern townhouse retains its original spear-shaped basement window bars; incised
brownstone imposts; brick segmental arches; porch adorned with brackets and pierced panels;
and inset segmental-arched and panelled front doors.

The most common styles found in the district are the Queen Anne and Colonial Revival and
hybrids of the two. This is not surprising, for the district’s peak years of building activity --
those between the early 1880s and the early 1920s -- also saw the heyday of the Queen Anne
and the ascendance of the Colonial Revival.

The Queen Anne style is represented by, among others, the ¢. 1885 David Fitz Randolph
Runyon House (#99); the c. 1888 H. Brewster Willis House (#185); the c. 1889 James Deshler
House (#151/153); the c. 1890 Nelson T. Parker House (#109); the c. 1890 Andrew Terhune
House (#149); and the c. 1897 John A. Dixon House (#191). These houses retain the distinctive
forms of the style -- projecting bays, towers, stepped-back facades, varied and picturesque
rooflines -- although they have been altered through the addition of aluminum or vinyl siding
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and some replacement sash.

Parker’s two-and-a-half-story frame dwelling has a two-story tower crowned by a conical roof

- at the eastern corner of its front elevation. Sheathed in wood shingle, the tower has a decorative
roof of slate shingles topped by a green-patinated finial. The exterior walls are given the varied
setbacks and projections common to the style by, in addition to the tower, an offset front bay
and a side bay. A picturesque roofline is created by the tower, a front gable dormer, slate-
shingled cross-gables and a corbelled chimney.

A semi-circular tower-like bay capped by a conical roof and applied finial provides a picturesque
element to the front facade of the Runyon House. Towers serve the same function at the Willis,
Terhune and Dixon Houses.

The Queen Anne is perhaps at its best in the district when associated with other styles, most
notably the Colonial Revival or hints of Eastlake adornment. The Eastlake pattern of breaking
wall surfaces up into different blocks and patterns is found, albeit subtly, at the bands of shingles
that separate the weatherboards of the first and second stories of the c. 1886 James Holman
House (#103); at the projecting boards that serve as cornerposts and stringcourses, dividing into
planes the weatherboards of the mid-1880s Byron D. Halstead House (#121/123); and at the
grooved boards that provide a break between the weatherboards of the first and second stories
of the c. 1887 Robert M. Pettit House (#144).

The Pettit and Halstead Houses are notable for their Queen Anne style finish, their subtle
Eastlake features aside. Pettit’s house has the finest tower in the district, a semi-octagonal
projection adorned with shingles, weatherboards and panels. A recent fire destroyed some of
the unique 3rd story features such as the onion dome which capped the tower. Its columns are
also among the most ornate in the district. Those of its wrap-around porch have Ionic capitals;
those of its porte cochere, set on a rough-hewn brownstone wall, have squat bulbous bodies and
Tonic capitals. The roof of the Halstead House, its gables curled forward and filled with wavy
shingles, appears to be in motion through the sky. One of the least altered resources in the
district, the Halstead House additionally retains a cutaway and squared central front bay;
corbelled chimneys; and a full-facade wrap-around front porch with turned posts, fan-like carved
brackets and a sunburst-adorned central gable.

The Queen Anne style is also found in association with Colonial Revival style elements at a
number of houses in the district, including the c. 1883 Charles H. Runyon House (#155); the
c. 1893 William A. Miller Jr. House (#173); the c. 1893 E. Edwin Florance House (#187); the
c. 1899 L.D. Lindley House (#193); and the c. 1911 Otto O. Stillman House (#111). All five
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of these houses have wall surfaces broken by bays and, at the Miller House, a tower. Yet they
are also adorned with such colonial Revival style features as broken pediment dormers (Runyon

~ House), Ionic columns (Miller House), Doric columns (Stillman House), a Palladian window and
front and side dormers and subsidiary gables (Lindley House) and a clipped front and side gables
(Florance House).

The two most striking residences that exhibit the merger of the Queen Anne and Colonial
Revival styles are the Harry Ross House (#152) and the Robert E. Ross house (#156) (see
photograph 20). The two largest residences in the district, they were raised side by side around
1907 by two brothers. The two large bays that project from the corners of the front facade of
the Harry Ross House are its most striking Queen Anne style features. Its other decorative
features are predominantly Colonial Revival in style and perhaps even early Bungalow. They
include a wrap-around porch supported by Ionic columns; a front Palladian window with Doric
pilasters; a front flared hipped-roof dormer; a front entry with Doric pilasters and leaded and
stained glass transoms and sidelights; oversized exposed rafters; and a buff-colored brick
foundation and chimneys. This house has undergone recent renovations including the addition
of aluminum siding, and some alterations to the fenestration and porch. )
The two houses were almost certainly designed by the same architect, for their overall forms,
as well as many of their details -- porches, brackets, bricks, chimneys, entries, corner bays --
are nearly identical. There is one major addition to the Robert E. Ross House, however, that
sets it apart from its neighbor and the other dwellings on the avenue. In the stead of a wrap-
around front porch, a monumental, two-story, Neo-Classical Revival style, Doric portico rises
at the center of its front facade.

The Colonial Revival style is represented at many of the district’s residences, particularly those
raised from the very end of the 19th century through the early teens of the 20th century. These
residences include the ¢. 1896 Joseph Fisher House (#161); the c¢. 1903 Frank L. Hindle House
(#131); the c. 1908 John W. Wilson House (#177); the c. 1909 William O. Pettit House (#186);
the c. 1912 Garrett Dreier House (#163/165); the ¢. 1917 Solomon Slonim House (#182); and
the c. 1929 Harry Grossman House (#178).

The Fisher House’s Colonial Revival style features include front and side gable dormers; Ionic
capitals and fluted pilasters at the front entry; and Ionic capitals at the front porch. The Hindle
House is topped by semicircular and triangular-pedimented dormers. Ionic porch columns, a
hipped roof and gabled dormers mark the Wilson House, and a deep gambrel roof with pent
eaves and large front and rear dormers caps the Pettit House. Doric porch columns, pent eaves
and Palladian windows are among the Colonial Revival style decorative elements of the Dreier
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House.

~ The last built of the contributing houses in the district are the ¢. 1917 Slonim House and the c.
1929 Grossman House. The former is marked by a clipped gable-front roof and a square-
columned front porch; the latter by a hipped roof and hipped roof dormer and a full-facade front
porch supported by smooth columns.

Only one example of a common regional variant of the Colonial Revival style -- the Dutch
Colonial Revival style -- stands in the district. The Alan H. Campbell House (#146), raised
about 1895, is a weatherboarded building marked by pedimented and shed dormers, a Colonial
Revival style porch, a Palladian window and -- most notable for its connection to the style -- a
front-gambrel roof.

One further residence is so eclectically styled that it almost eludes categorization. Built as both
a dwelling and offices around 1911, the John S. Dahmer House (#71/73) has Queen Anne style
front bays; rusticated concrete block walls reminiscent of Richardsonian Romanesque design;
and a front porch and balustraded roofs, all formed of patterned concrete, that give it a formal
Classical air (see photograph 3).

The only common early 20th century residential style that is almost entirely unrepresented in the
district is the Bungalow style. A less popular but still common early 20th century style -- the
Period Revival -- is further not represented in the district.

Two large apartment buildings -- Livingston Manor (#116) and the Brunswick Arms Apartments
(#119) -- were raised across the avenue from each other just prior to 1930. With the onset of
the Great Depression and World War II, they were the last major buildings raised in the district.
Both buildings are large, masonry, H-shaped blocks rising five stories above raised basements.
The brick facade of the c. 1928 Livingston Manor is modestly finished, its adornment provided
by four fluted terra cotta pilasters and a terra cotta entablature draped with swags at its entrance.
The brickwork of the ¢. 1929 Brunswick Arms Apartments is more elaborate. The corners and
tops of its front elevation and bays are marked by projecting stretchers, and projecting glazed
headers mark its front bays. Further adornment is provided by the simple decorative grillwork
of its front fire escapes, which barely hint at the Art Deco, a largely non-residential style that
is unrepresented in the district. The pointed-arch entry perhaps makes a nod at another style not
found in the district, the Period Revival. These two buildings contain the Colonial Revival/Neo-
Classical detailing common on large scale apartment buildings of the period.
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Non-Residential Design:

Perhaps the finest, and certainly the most intact, architecture in the district is found at the

~ avenue’s non-residential buildings. These include churches and carriage houses, as well as a
school and a library. Each displays a distinct architectural style, from the Richardsonian
Romanesque and Gothic Revival of the two contributing churches to the Queen Anne of the
carriage houses, the Beaux Arts of the library and the Neo-Classical of the school. Providing
further visual variety to the district are two contributing sites -- the picturesque Willow Grove
Cemetery and the lawns and shade trees that line the avenue -- and three contributing objects --
the iron fences that stand in front of two of the residences and the single surviving carriage
stepping stone. '

The earliest known non-residential building in the district was the Livingston Avenue High
School, raised in 1876. It was probably the first major non-residential building raised on the
avenue for the "decision to erect the high school on a residential street caused a great
controversy in New Brunswick." (Listokin 1984: 257-258) The eclectic Italianate and Victorian
style building was three stories tall with an ornate tower rising at its front. Built of brick, it had
a stuccoed exterior. The school was razed for the construction of the Roosevelt Intermediate
School. ’

The earliest surviving non-residential buildings on the avenue are two carriage houses. This is
fitting, for the first non-residential buildings raised on the avenue, back when it was sparsely
populated, were almost certainly outbuildings. The carriage house to the rear of the Nelson T.
Parker House (#109) -- probably the most elaborate and largest in New Brunswick (Heritage
Studies 1980: 7A-I8) -- is the most picturesque Victorian building in the district (see photograph
12). Apparently raised in 1893 by the house’s second owner, William F. Fisher, it is a
substantial building with an array of wall and roof surfaces and materials. Slate shingles top its
intersecting roofs and pointed tower and rough-hewn stone stringcourses and details punctuate
its brick walls. Although it has been converted into apartments, its exterior has been little

altered.

A second former carriage house, built even earlier -- between 1887 and 1892 -- still survives
behind the Robert M. Pettit House (#144). Also of brick, it is much more modest, its one-and-
a-half-story rectangular body capped by a flared shingled roof with an overhanging bracketed

front dormer.

The earliest major surviving non-residential building on the avenue -- the Nativity of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church (#80) -- is perhaps its most handsome (see photograph
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8). Built as the Livingston Avenue Catholic Church in 1894, it is a fine example of the
Richardsonian Romanesque style. Faced with rusticated brownstone blocks, its arches rounded
and Romanesque in style, it has two round corner towers and a large central rose window.

- Jersey City architect Louis H. Giele designed the church; the baptistry window was designed by
Tiffany (Listokin 1984: 306-307).

In 1903 another large non-residential building -- the New Brunswick Free Public Library (#60) -
- and another style -- the Beaux Arts -- were introduced to the avenue. The virtually unaltered
masonry library, designed by George K. Parsell, is an excellent example of the style. It features
a classical, proportioned organization; a rusticated raised basement; a triangular pediment with
sculptural figures; and four full-height, granite, Ionic columns. Its richly finished interior
includes Doric piers, original metal shelves and a coffered ceiling with stained glass skylights.

The classical Beaux Arts style was quite appropriate for a public building such as the library,
as was the Neo-Classical Revival style for the avenue’s largest building, the 1919 Roosevelt
Intermediate School (#83). Lifted three stories over a raised basement, the brick school is
decorated with terra cotta and stone ornament. Its most striking featured, the feature that puts
it firmly within the orbit of the Neo-Classical, is its monumental entrance portico of four Ionic
columns.

The final major contributing non-residential building extant in the district is the Livingston
Avenue United Church of Christ (#120). Built in 1929, at the close of the avenue’s major
period of building, the grayish-brown sandstone building is a late and sole example of the Gothic
Revival style in the district. It is adorned with the arches and tracery that are common elements
of the style. A later wing to the rear is built of similar stone in similar style.

Ten contributing garages stand to the rear of the avenue’s dwellings. All modestly finished and
sized buildings, they are built of, or clad in, a variety of materials. Apparently built during the
first three decades of the 20th century, they are difficult to accurately date. The small, flat-
roofed, brick garage that stands next to the carriage house of the Robert M. Pettit House (#144)
may not be quite as old as its late 19th century companion, but it was definitely standing by
1912, the year note of it is first taken on a Sanborn map. Also first appearing on the 1912
Sanborn is the three-bay, hip-roofed, frame garage that stands behind the Harry Ross House
(#152), and the brick garage, its slate-shingled roof pierced by both an eyebrow and a wall
dormer, that stands behind the Alexander W. Pettit House (#175). Another early outbuilding
is the two-bay, gable-front, rusticated concrete block and weatherboarded garage behind the John
A. Dixon House (#191).
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Three original or early objects and two sites add to the late 19th and early 20th century integrity
of the district. The objects are the carriage stepping stone that stands along the avenue in front

~of the Nelson T. Parker House (#109) and the cast and wrought iron fences that stand in front
of the ¢. 1886 James Holman House (#103) and the c. 1890 Andrew Terhune House (#149) (see
photographs 10 and 15). The stepping stone, a large stone block, is a remnant of the age of
horse-drawn transportation. It probably once had many companions on the avenue. The fences
also date from an earlier age. Although neither appears to be dated, they were probably erected
around the time the houses they serve were constructed. The lawns and shade trees that line the
avenue -- as a whole comprising one of the district’s two contributing sites -- were once,
according to early photographs of the avenue, largely protected by such fences. Stretched in a
band between the avenue and its buildings, these lawns and shade trees are accompanied by the
district’s other contributing site, the Willow Grove Cemetery. Begun early in the 19th century,
Willow Grove is the only example of a picturesque, park-like cemetery in New Brunswick.
Some of its family plots are ringed by cast and wrought iron fences and its meandering shaded
paths are marked by white marble.

Non-Contributing Resources: )

Only seven non-contributing buildings intrude upon the district. The congregation of the
Presbyterian Church of New Brunswick built a Colonial Revival style church in 1950 (#100) to
replace their grand Greek Revival temple that had stood, and burned a few years earlier, on
George Street. Three small modern buildings have been built to house offices (#76, #127 and
#148) and a modern garage also appear behind two of the dwellings (#186 and #187). In 1988
a large modern brick building was dedicated as a rehabilitation center for the blind and

physically disabled (#130).
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INVENTORY LIST OF HISTORIC DISTRICT PROPERTIES

" METHODOLOGY

Organization: The properties in the district are listed below block by block from the northeast
to the southwest. At each block the properties at the northwest side of the avenue are discussed
first, then the properties at the southeast side. The name of the cross street is printed in capital
letters; the side of Livingston Avenue upon which the properties are located is listed beneath it.
Only the major properties are set off by name and address; their outbuildings and other
subsidiary resources are discussed with them.

Names: The name assigned each property is that of the earliest known owner or occupant, the
earliest known use or the given title of the property. Where a later owner or occupant had a
notable association with the property, the property is given a compound name. Ownership,
occupancy and uses were primarily determined through the study of city directories, deeds,
censuses and Sanborn fire insurance maps.

Addresses: The address of each property is its present, not its historic, address.

Status of Resources: The number, type and status of each resource -- whether contributing or
non-contributing, a building, object or site -- is listed beneath each named resource below. The
landscaping of the district exclusive of the Willow Grove cemetery, which is a contributing site
separate from the cemetery, is not listed below.

Dates: The date given for each property is the date it was built or, when precise information
was not available, an estimate. The dates were primarily determined through the study of
Sanborn maps, city directories, deeds, censuses, cornerstones and stylistic evidence.

Styles: The style names are basically those employed by Virginia and Lee McAlester in A Field
Guide to American Houses.

Occupations and Occupancy: Occupations were determined primarily through the study of city
directories. No attempt was made to determine the name and occupation of each owner and
occupant of a resource from its date of construction through 1929, the end of its period of
significance. However, where individuals are associated below with properties their occupations
are listed.
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Condition and Interiors: The condition of each property, unless noted otherwise, is good to
excellent. Many of the residences have been changed to office uses and their interiors have been
altered accordingly. Where notable interior features have survived, they are noted below.
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INVENTORY
" MORRIS TO WELTON STREETS

NW side of Livingston: (see photograph 4)

Jasper F. Cropsey House
57 Livingston Avenue
(1 contributing building)

This modestly finished, Victorian style, former residence is two-and-a half stories tall. Its
gable-front facade is marked by a two-story, projecting, shed-roofed bay. Its wood frame is
covered by a later shell of aluminum siding and it has an altered front porch and windows. A
long two story ell stretches to its rear.

The house appears on the first Sanborn map of New Brunswick of 1886. It was probably built
in that year, for when Jasper F. Cropsey acquired its lot in 1886 he was required by the deed
to build a dwelling house at a cost of no less than $2,500 (Middlesex County Deed Book 211,
p. 76). According to New Brunswick city directories, Cropsey, a bookkeeper and accountant,
lived in the house from 1893 to 1912. Who lived in it between 1886 and 1893 is not known.
It is uncertain whether Cropsey actually built the house, for he is listed as a renter at its address
in the 1900 census. Early in its history the house contained offices. In 1917-1918 its occupants
were Dr. Edwin I. Cronk and the Board of Health. In 1928-1929 it had the same occupants,
with the addition of the Board of Education and the Middlesex Tuberculosis League. Cronk
probably maintained both home and office in the house, for he is listed in city directories only
at its address. It is presently still home to offices, including those of the adjacent YWCA.

Henry B. Cook House
59 Livingston Avenue
(1 contributing building)

This Victorian residence is almost identical to its neighbor, the circa 1886 Jasper F. Cropsey
House, and was probably built around the same time. Like the Cropsey House, it appears on
the first Sanborn map of New Brunswick of 1886. It is two-and-a-half stories tall and has a
two-story, shed-roofed, projecting bay at its front gable. Its front porch and windows have been
altered and its wood frame is covered with a modern shell of aluminum siding. The house still
retains its original slate roof.
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Its first known owner is Henry B. Cook. According to New Brunswick city directories, Cook,
a counsellor-at-law and city clerk, lived in it from 1889 to 1896. Between 1908 and 1929 it was
occupied by August C. Streitwolf, Jr., who was also an attorney. Streitwolf had business

- addresses on Albany Street in New Brunswick and on Park Avenue in New York. He was listed
in a local 1908 publication as one of the city’s "prominent men" (New Brunswick Times
1908:117). Still in residential use, the house has been divided into apartments.

Stephen Howell House
61 Livingston Avenue
(I contributing building)

Two-and-a-half stories tall, this frame, gable-front, L-plan, Victorian building has a projecting,
two-story, front bay. Its wrap-around front porch has been altered and aluminum siding and
modern sash have been added.

The house was probably built around 1886. In that year it appears on the first Sanborn map of
New Brunswick. Also in that year the New Brunswick city directory lists Stephen Howell, a
lumber dealer with Howell, Totten & Company, as first living on "Livingston Avenue near
Welton Street." An address had apparently not yet been assigned to the property at the compiling
of the directory. Howell lived in the house until 1888. Other family members lived there until
1908, the last of which was his widow, Ann E. Howell. From 1919 to 1929 the house was
occupied by Ralph J. Faulkingham, a physician. City directories only list this address for
Faulkingham, so he likely had both his office and home here. The building is presently still
home to physicians’ offices and apartments.

Peter H. Suydam House (see photograph 1)
67 Livingston Avenue
(1 contributing building)

This two-and-a-half-story residence is one of only two brick dwellings within the district. Laid
in common bond, it has a number of pronounced Italianate style features. Segmental-arches top
its openings, a string of brick corbels jut out above its second-floor front windows, and its frieze
and cornice returns are adorned with brackets, panels and modillion blocks. Its front facade
rolls forward at a projecting bay and it retains some of its original two-over-two sash windows,
although most of them have been replaced with modern sash. The porch has undergone some
alterations, and the brick has been painted.

Peter H. Suydam probably built this house between 1883, the year he acquired its lot, and 1886,
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the year it appears on the first Sanborn map of New Brunswick (Middlesex County Deed Book
202, p. 91). He is first listed in a city directory as living at its address, however, in 1888. A
grocer with Suydam Brothers, he lived in the house until 1912. Continuing with the tradition

- of professionals on the block, it was occupied between 1917 and 1929 by Frederick L. Brown,
a physician. Brown probably maintained both his home and office here, for he is only listed at
this address in city directories. It now has apartments in it.

John S. Dahmer House (see photograph 2)
71/73 Livingston Avenue
(1 contributing building)

Rusticated concrete blocks form the walls of this unusual eclectically styled building, which rises
two stories above a full raised basement. A large, deep building, its walls are reminiscent of
Richardsonian Romanesque design while its two projecting front bays recall the Queen Anne
style. The front porch and balustraded roof give the building a formal Classical air. The
columns, piers and upper and lower balustrades of the porch are formed of patterned cast
concrete. The balustrade at the front of the roof, identical to the balustrades of the porch, adds
to the formal appearance of the building. The window openings contain modern sash.

John S. Dahmer probably raised the building around 1911. In that year he first appears in a city
directory as inhabiting it and, in the following year, the building first appears on a city Sanborn
map. Dahmer was the secretary and treasurer of the New Brunswick Storage Warehouse
Company and the Middlesex Hollow Concrete Building Block Company. The storage company
warehouse, probably built at the same time as the house, stands at its rear. Both buildings are
built of concrete blocks that must have been the product of the Hollow Block Company. A large
double residence, the building was also occupied in 1911 by Abbott L. Avery, a superintendent
with the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company. In the 1928-1929 city directory Dahmer, along
with Grover Applegate, a physician, was listed as occupant of half of the building. Applegate
had been listed in a local 1908 publication as one of the city’s "prominent men" (New Brunswick
Times 1908:115). George W. Lunt, a deputy marshall, and Rev. Charles H. McDonald
occupied the other half. The building now houses medical and law offices.

Moore-Saulsberry House
75 Livingston Avenue
(1 contributing building)

A mansard roof tops this two-and-a-half-story, five-bay, Second Empire style building. Its
original, one-bay, front entry porch features a flat roof and wood posts set on brick piers. The
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three front hooded dormers are original. The building is sided in aluminum, and contains
windows of modern aluminum sash.

" The mansard roof and porch of this building suggest a construction date in the 1870s, which
would make it one of the earliest extant properties in the district. It appears on the first Sanborn
map of New Brunswick of 1886. Its first known owner is George C. Towle, the owner of many

“pieces of property in New Brunswick. He sold it in 1894 to Mary R. Pearse and others who
lived in New York (Middlesex County Deed Book 265, p. 515). Its first known occupant is
William M. Moore, a physician, who is listed in the 1903-1904 New Brunswick city directory
as-maintaining his office here. Moore was listed in a local 1908 publication as one of the city’s
"prominent men" (New Brunswick Times 1908:113). According to the city directory, in
1909-1910 he shared offices with Dr. Charles E. Saulsberry. Saulsberry bought the property
in 1909 and maintained both his home and office there (Middlesex County Deed Book 434, p.
156). By 1929 he was sharing offices with Dr. Solomon Greenberg. The building presently
contains apartments.

Alfred J. Buttler House (see photograph 3)
77 Livingston Avenue
(1 contributing building)

This eclectic Italianate, Queen Anne and Eastlake style, three-story building is one of the most
ornately finished buildings in the district. Its two-story, projecting, front and southwest side
bays are adorned with raised and floriated panels and floriated brackets. Similarly finished
brackets and panels adorn the frieze that runs beneath its almost flat, cross-gabled roof, which
is pierced by a corbelled chimney. Sloped hoods, also supported by floriated brackets, still
shade many of its windows, though these hoods, along with the roof, have been asphalted. The
southwest side porch is perhaps the finest Victorian porch in New Brunswick (Heritage Studies
1980:7A-133). Its turned posts are adorned with floriated brackets and its balustrade has a
repeated, cutout, floral motif. The entrance-bay front porch, probably altered in the early
20th-century, is supported by Doric columns set on brick piers. The original €ll to the rear,
topped by a slate mansard roof, adds a further stylistic element -- the Second Empire -- to the
eclectic building. Aluminum siding now covers the structure’s wood frame. Some of the
building’s interior remains intact. It retains its original five panel doors and heavily molded
surrounds. Its south front room retains a classical mantel with a mirrored overmantel. The stair
in the front hall has heavy newels and turned balusters. Patterned leather or leather-like
wainscoting adorns the first and second floor halls and the stairwell. It is decorated with reliefs

of classical motifs.
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Alfred J. Buttler is the first known owner and occupant of this former residence. He is listed
in a New Brunswick city directory as first living at its address in 1880. Apparently a successful
businessman, he was the owner of a sash and blind factory. In 1890 Buttler’s daughter sold the

" house to Millard F. Ross (Middlesex County Deed Book 232, p. 97). Ross was in the wholesale
coal business with his father, Miles Ross, and was also a director of both the New Brunswick
Fire Insurance Company and the New Brunswick Trust Company. Miles Ross, the founder of
Miles Ross & Son, was a former mayor of New Brunswick and one of its more wealthy and
influential figures. In the 1890 city directory he was listed as living at this address with his son.
Millard sold the property around 1908 to William H. Price who, according to city directories,
was in a family business that sold stoves, plumbing and the like. Price, who was to become
president of the Willow Grove Cemetery and help to revive it, was still living in the house,
which is across the avenue from the cemetery, in 1929. Renovated in 1979, the house now
holds law offices.

SE side of Livingston:

Willow Grove Cemetery
SW side of Morris Street, SE of Livingston Avenue
(1 contributing site) .

This small cemetery just southeast of Livingston Avenue has a shaded, park-like appearance.
Its many fine gravestones include numerous tall obelisks, perhaps most striking of which are
those raised over the graves of Japanese students of Rutgers College. An obelisk near its center
is dedicated to its incorporators. A small number of the family plots are set off by original cast
and wrought iron fences. The significance of the cemetery was described in the 1979-1980
architectural survey of New Brunswick as follows:

This is New Brunswick’s only example of the small, picturesque, park-like
cemeteries that became widely popular before the Civil War. It originated early
in the 19th century as graveyards for both the Baptist and Presbyterian churches.
The Willow Grove Cemetery Association was founded in 1850, incorporated in
1851, and expanded and refashioned the graveyards along picturesque lines.
Many of the older graves here were subsequently removed to North Brunswick.
In the late 19th century, a plot was reserved for burials of Japanese students who
died while attending Rutgers College. The most famous of these students was
known as "Taro Kusakabe," who died of tuberculosis in 1870. His grave and
those of several other Japanese students are still honored in Japan, and Japanese
tourists to the United States still visit the graves each year. In the 1890s, the
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cemetery’s land along George Street up to 100’ deep was sold for 6 large lots
(now known as #270-280 George Street). The cemetery association apparently
became dormant by the early 20th century and the grounds unmaintained, because
Willow Grove was reported about 1921 to be in a ruinous condition. The
association, however, revived about 1922 and began to make improvements to the
grounds. Their most significant change occurred in 1927 when they sold for
scrap the original cast-iron fence around the cemetery. In recent years, however,
the cemetery has been threatened by city plans to erect buildings on the site
(Heritage Studies 1980:7A-114).

The cemetery is not at present threatened by the city. Its grounds are maintained,
although many of the stones in the shadows at its rear have fallen or been
toppled.

Henry Guest House (see photograph 5)
58 Livingston Avenue
(1 contributing building)

In her architectural history of New Brunswick, Barbara C. Listokin described the Guest House
as follows:

The Guest House was moved from its original site on Livingston Avenue and
Carrol Place to its present location in 1925. This two-and-a-half story building
is made of coursed ashlar on the front facade and random ashlar and fieldstone
on the side and back facades. It is built on a high basement, which originally
contained both a kitchen and dining room. The Guest House has a typically
Georgian five-bay facade with the entrance door and portico in the central bay.
Brick chimneys are built into the end walls. The Guest House, like other
Georgian homes, has corner quoins. It also has partial fanlights under a side
gabled roof and a belt course separating the first and second stories.

The interior is simple. The center hall separates the two main rooms, which have
plank flooring and a fireplace at the center of the side walls. In the main living
room, the fireplace is more elaborate, although both the fireplace mantels and the
exterior portico are the result of a major renovation in the Federal period....

A unique feature of the Guest House is the Ionic portico, quite obviously the
work of a local craftsman nominally acquainted with the architectural features of
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the day. Although elongated columns were commonly used in the Federal period,
the Tonic columns in the Guest House are so attenuated as to be mannered. The
capitals are also unorthodox and are more indicative of the craftman’s fancy than
of correct architectural usage...(Listokin 1984:316-317).

The Federal style alterations to the house had probably occurred between 1819 and 1832, when
the property was owned by Abimal Youngs Nicholl. The house had probably originally been
built around 1760. Its Greek Revival style alterations were probably made between 1832 and
1842 by Adam Anderson. These alterations included the addition of some new mantels and
finishes in the south rooms, and the addition of the two-panel front door and the cornerblock
surround, sidelights and transom that enframe it. Late 19th-century alterations to the house
included the additions of dormers at its roof and the construction of numerous frame additions.
These additions were removed when the house was moved by the New Brunswick Rotary Club
from its original location just northeast of the intersection of Morris Street and Livingston
Avenue -- where the new Elks Club building was to be constructed -- to its present location just
southwest of the intersection (Killinger Kise Franks Straw 1987). This move is an early example
of American preservation efforts. The house was listed on the New Jersey and National
Registers of Historic Places in 1976. .

New Brunswick Free Public Library (see photograph 6)
60 Livingston Avenue
(1 contributing building)

The New Brunswick Free Public Library is the only Beaux Arts style building in the district.
Its interior has remained virtually unaltered, since its construction. A masonry building, it rises
two stories over a raised basement. The roughly textured brown bricks of the basement are laid
in a rusticated pattern. Above them, the main body of the library is formed of beige bricks laid
flush in stretcher bond. Raised quoins mark the corners of the main lock and its recessed entry.
The entry is the building’s focal point. Its massive portico is formed of four two-story, granite,
Ionic columns. They support a triangular pediment, the tympanum of which is filled with
classically garbed sculptural figures. Crossettes enframe the windows and the eaves are
underpinned by a frieze adorned with dentils and decorated corbels. A two-story semicircular
bay containing the stacks projects to the building’s rear. Its windows, which contain 1940s style
metal sash, are divided by pilasters; its basement is formed of rusticated bricks set on walls of
roughly hewn brownstone. A modern side addition has been constructed. It is recessed from
the front facade and is similar in color and design to the original building, and is an historically

compatible addition.
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The main hall of the library features panelled Doric piers; round arches; and a vaulted coffered

ceiling lit by stained glass skylights. The two stories of stacks are arranged in a semicircle

behind the main hall and the circulation desk. They retain their original metal shelves and thick
. opaque glass still forms the floor that divides them.

The New Brunswick Free Public Library was incorporated in 1891. In 1892 it was located,
along with the city’s Free Circulating Library, at the southwest corner of George and Patterson
Streets. In 1902 Andrew Carnegie gave the city $50,000 for the erection of a library building,
under the condition that the city provide a site for it and agree to contribute $5,000 a year
towards its maintenance and support. The city provided a site southwest of the junction of
Morris Street and Livingston Avenue and the present building was raised on it in 1903 (New
Brunswick Times 1908:63-64). Its architect was George K. Parsell, whose offices were in New
Brunswick.

Dental Offices
76 Livingston Avenue
(1 non-contributing building)

This small, modern, one-story, non-contributing building is sided with brick-veneer and topped
by a low hipped roof. It houses dental offices.

WELTON TO REDMOND STREETS

NW side of Livingston:

Roosevelt Intermediate School (see photograph 7)
83 Livingston Avenue
(1 contributing building)

Rising three stories over a raised basement, the Roosevelt Intermediate School spans the entire
northwest side of Livingston Avenue between Welton and Redmond streets. Neo-Classical
Revival in style, the rectangular building is constructed of brick, with terra cotta and stone
ornament. A monumental portico of four Ionic columns, surmounted by a decorated entablature,
rises at the center of its front facade. The three doorways the portico shields are surmounted
by ornate panels, the central one a projecting escutcheon, the flanking ones adorned with heavy
swags. Two-story brick pilasters divide the modern windows of the front and side elevations.
Above them is a brick frieze adorned with bas-relief terra cotta panels. A large paved
playground stretches out from the rear of the building. Inside, the entry hall is adorned with
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columns and pilasters and a bust of Theodore Roosevelt. The school was built as the Roosevelt
Junior High School in 1919 on the site of the Livingston Avenue High School, a grand,
three-story, Italianate and Victorian style, masonry building that was built in 1876.

SE side of Livingston:

Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church
(Former Livingston Avenue Baptist Church) (see photograph 8)
80 Livingston Avenue

(1 contributing building)

The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, built in 1894, is a fine
example of the Richardsonian Romanesque style. Its principal elevations are faced with
rusticated, random-coursed, brownstone blocks, a hallmark of the style. Its rear elevation and
part of its southwest elevation are brick. Two round corner towers frame its front facade gable,
which is lit by an immense, stained glass, rose window. This window is now covered by an
exterior storm window, however, the original window remains intact. The smaller windows
contain aluminum sash. The north tower, the taller of the two, has three large squat columns
and an angled entry at its first floor. It is topped by an open, Romanesque-arched arcade. The
shorter tower is capped by a dome. The front portico, projecting beneath the rose window,
features Romanesque-arches supported by short, squat columns. Large, Romanesque-arched,
stained glass windows pierce the side elevation. A blind arcade rests upon the rear of the
cross-gabled, slate-shingled roof. The brick rear elevation is marked between its first and
second floors by the star-shaped iron ends of tie-rods.

In her architectural history of New Brunswick, Barbara C. Listokin described the building and
its history in part as follows:

This structure was the first major Richardson Romanesque monument in New
Brunswick. Designed by Louis H. Giele of Jersey City and New York, the
Livingston Avenue Baptist Church was the home of one of the wealthiest
congregations in New Brunswick. They abandoned their original church building
on Remsen Avenue because it was "old fashioned". Clearly no New Brunswick
architect was acquainted with the style. The only other Richardson Romanesque
building in this city (Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge) was also designed by an
outside architect.

Giele was German and academically trained. He designed many Catholic
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churches and other institutional buildings. His St. Charles Barromeo Church in
Brooklyn was also in the Richardson Romanesque style.

In the original design, the entrance tower was much taller, with a steep pyramidal
roof and corner turrets. The present cut-off design is much more effective. It
gives the building a squat powerful appearance, compounded by the rough
textured brownstones and the short fat unhistorical columns supporting the
entrance portico and the tower.

The massiveness of the exterior contrasted sharply with the interior, which was
oak panelled and had curved pews facing the altar. There were two large
windows in the structure; one window, the baptistry memorial window, designed
by Tiffany, represented a field of Easter lilies. The casework of both the organ
area and baptistry were designed by the New Brunswick architect Alexander
Merchant (Listokin 1984:306-307).

John B. Drury House (see photograph 9)
86/88 Livingston Avenue
(1 contributing building)

Victorian and Second Empire style features adorn this two-and-a-half story building, the only
early brick attached townhouse in the district. Both of its two townhouses have projecting
two-story bays topped by metal cresting and the entire building is topped by a false,
slate-shingled, mansard roof with alternating front gables and dormers. The dormers are
adorned with pilasters, panels and brackets; the slate shingles are laid in variegated patterns.
The front facade of the northeastern townhouse -- #86 -- is raised on a rusticated brownstone
basement with spear-shaped iron bars set in its windows. A brownstone stringcourse separates
the basement from the first story and incised brownstone imposts adorn the corners of the
segmental-arched door and window openings. The inset front doors are segmental-arched and
panelled. They are shielded by an ornate porch adorned with brackets and pierced panels. The
front of the southwestern townhouse -- #88 -- has been brick-veneered and its porch has been
removed. Its roof is unaltered, however, and its rusticated brownstone basement has not been
obscured. The original sash of both houses have been replaced with aluminum.

John B. Drury and his family lived in this building’s southwestern half -- #388 -- from 1888, its
probable date of construction, until 1908. Drury was the editor of the Christian Intelligencer.
Although the building’s first known occupant, and eventually its owner, Drury was not its
builder. It was probably raised by Peter P. Runyon in 1887, the year he bought the property
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from Lafford Totten (Middlesex County Deed Book 214, p. 66). Its lot was not included on the
Sanborn map of 1886, but the building is outlined on the Sanborn map of 1892. From 1909 to
1914, #88 was occupied by J. Warren Rice, a physician; from 1916 through 1929 it was

" occupied by Adolph Hanauer, who owned a grocery store, the Imperial Tea Company. This
townhouse is now the home of apartments and the Ukrainian Catholic Church’s parish offices;
number 86 now holds law offices.

Edwin Elberson House
90 Livingston Avenue
(1 contributing building)

This two-and-a-half-story, L-plan, front-gable, frame bu